THE CORONATION OATH
which were now submitted to him;   but at the same time he
indicated with quiet firmness that their rejecdon must force him
to retire from the office which he had occupied so long.
George replied on February ist:
I should not do justice to the warm impulse of my heart [he wrote]
if I entered on the subject most unpleasant to my mind without
first expressing that the cordial affection I have for Mr Pitt, as well
as high opinion of his talents and integrity, greatly add to my un-
easiness on this occasion; but a sense of religious as well as political
duty has made me, from the moment I mounted the Throne, con-
sider the Oath that the wisdom of our forefathers has enjoined the
Kings of this Realm to take at their Coronation, and enforced by
the obligation of instantly following it in the course of the Ceremony
with taking the Sacrament, as so binding a religious obligation on
me to maintain the fundamental maxims on which our Constitution
is placed, namely, the Church of England being the established one,
and that those who hold employment hi the State must be members
of it, and consequently obliged not only to take Oaths against
Popery, but to receive the Holy Communion agreeably to the rites
of the Church of England. This principle of duty must therefore
prevent me from discussing any proposition tending to destroy this
groundwork of our happy Constitution, and much more so that
now mentioned by Mr Pitt, which is no less than the complete
overthrow of the whole fabric. When the Irish Propositions were
transmitted to me by a Joint Message from both Houses of the
British Parliament, I fold the Lords and Gendemen sent on that
occasion, that I would with pleasure and without delay forward them
to Ireland; but that, as individuals, I could not help acquainting
that my inclination to a Union with. Ireland was principally found
on a trust that the uniting the Established Churches of the two
Kingdoms would for ever shut the door to any further measures
with respect to the Roman Catholics. These two instances must
show Mr Pitt that my opinions are not those formed on the moment,
but such as I have imbibed for forty years, and from which I can
never depart; but, Mr Pitt once acquainted with my sentiments,
his assuring me that he will stave off the only question whereon I
fear from his letter we can agree—for the advantage and comfort of
continuing to have his advice I will certainly abstain from talking
on this subject, which is the one nearest my heart. I cannot help it
if others pretend to guess at my opinions, which I have never dis-
guised : but if those who unfortunately differ with me will keep
this subject at rest, I will on my part, most correctly on, my part, be
263

